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SUBJECT: ICFTU: SOUTH AFRICA DEVELOPMENTS 
REF: EC BRUSSELS 754 (NOTAL) 

1 . SUMMARY. THE INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF FREE TRADE 
UNIONS (ICFTU) IS KEEPING UP A LIVELY INTEREST IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

ONE REASON IS THAT ITS COMMUNIST RIVAL, THE WORLD FEDERATION OF 
FREE TRADE UNIONS (WFTU), IS BUSY SEEKING TO EXPAND ITS OWN 
INFLUENCE AMONG SOUTH AFRICAN WORKERS. END SUMMARY. 

2. DESPITE DISAPPOINTING RESULTS FROM A "WEEK OF SOLID- 
ARITY" WITH SOUTH AFRICAN WORKERS, THE ICFTU IS IN THE 

EARLY STAGES OF PLANNING FOR ANOTHER WEEK OF ANTI-APARTHEID PROTEST 
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LATER THIS YEAR. A RECOMMENDATION FOR RENEWED ACTIVITY WILL 
BE ON THE AGENDA OF THE MAY MEETING OF THE ICFTU EXECUTIVE 
BOARD IN ROME. 

3. IN PREPARATION FOR THAT MEETING, THE NORDIC COUNCIL OF 
TRADE UNIONS, WHICH GROUPS THE SCANDINAVIAN AFFILIATES OF 
THE ICFTU, HAS DRAWN UP PLANS FOR "REAL INDUSTRIAL ACTION" 
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AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA IN THE TRANSPORT FIELD, ACCORDING TO ICFTU 
SECRETARIAT SOURCES. 

4. THE RECOMMENDATION FOR ANOTHER "SOLIDARITY WEEK" WAS 
ADOPTED AT THE MARCH 14 MEETING OF THE ICFTU COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE ON SOUTH AFRICA. 

CONFERENCES INVOLVING SOUTH AFRICA: 

A. THE LABOR CONFERENCE AGAINST APARTHEID. WHICH WILL BE 
HELD IN GENEVA JUNE 10 TO 1 1 UNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE 
WORKERS’ GROUP OF THE ILO GOVERNING BODY. 

B. THE PAN- AFRICAN TRADE UNION CONFERENCE OF SOLIDARITY WITH 
THE WORKERS AND PEOPLES OF SOUTHERN AFRICA, WHICH WAS HELD IN 
LUANDA, ANGOLA, JANUARY 31 TO FEBRUARY 2. 

5. THE DAY PRIOR TO THE GENEVA APARTHEID CONFERENCE, ACCORDING 
TO ICFTU GENERAL SECRETARY OTTO KERSTEN, THE ICFTU WILL HOLD A 
CAUCUS OF ITS PARTICIPANTS IN THE MEETING. KERSTEN SAYS THAT 
THE CONFERENCE POSES A "DANGER OF MIXING UP THE THREE LABOR 
INTERNATIONALS" - THE ICFTU, THE WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE 
UNIONS (WFTU), AND THE WORLD CONFEDERATION OF LABOR (WCL), ALL 
OF WHOM WILL BE WELL REPRESENTED. 

6. AS IT DID AT THE 1973 ILO CONFERENCE AGAINST APARTHEID, 

THE WFTU WILL PRESS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PERMANENT 
INTERNATIONAL LABOR COORDINATING COMMITTEE ON SOUTH AFRICA. 
KERSTEN CALLS SUCH A COMMITTEE A "NON-STARTER," BUT THE RECENT 
PAN-AFRICAN CONFERENCE AT LUANDA DID BUILD UP SUPPORT FOR IT. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 EC BRU 02655 181801Z 


7. THE LUANDA MEETING WAS BILLED IN ADVANCE AS BEING SPONSORED 
BY THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN TRADE UNION UNITY (OATUU), WITH 
THE NATIONAL UNION OF ANGOLAN WORKERS (UNTA) AS HOSTS. BUT, 

AS SOON DISCOVERED BY ANDREW KAILEMBO, THE ICFTU STAFFER WHO 
ATTENDED, THE WFTU AND ITS SUPPORTERS HAD THE MEETING WELL IN 
HAND. IN ADDITION TO 22 AFRICAN COUNTRIES, THE USSR, ROMANIA, 

EAST GERMANY, POLAND, BULGARIA, FRANCE (CGT), ITALY (CGIL), PORTUGAL 
(INTERSINDICAL), NORTH KOREA, AND VIET NAM WERE ALL REPRESENTED, 

AS WERE THE PLO AND TRADE UNION WINGS OF AFRICAN LIBERATION 
MOVEMENTS - ZACU, NUNW, AND SACTU. 

8. THE MAIN ACTION OF THE LUANDA CONFERENCE WAS TO ADOPT A 
RESOLUTION URGING "THE SETTING UP OF A PERMANENT INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE UNION SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE WITH THE WORKERS AND PEOPLES OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA COMPRISING REPRESENTATIVES OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
UNION ORGANIZATIONS (WFTU, ICFTU, WCL), REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
(OATUU, ICATU), PERMANENT SECRETARIAT OF THE ANTI-APARTHEID 
COMMITTEE TOGETHER WITH TRADE UNIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIBERATION 
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MOVEMENT, NAMELY, THE SOUTH AFRICAN CONGRESS OF TRADE UNIONS 
(SACTU), THE NATIONAL UNION OF NAMIBIAN WORKERS (NUNW), AND THE 
ZIMBABWE AFRICAN CONGRESS OF UNIONS (ZACU)." 

9. THE COMMITTEE WOULD SERVE AS THE CHANNEL OF ALL INTERNATIONAL 
LABOR FUNDS, AND THESE WOULD IN TURN BE CHANNELED ONLY TO SACTU, 
NUNW, AND ZACU, A PLOY TO DIVERT ICFTU AND OTHER RESOURCES TO 
WFTU PURPOSES. 

10. NOT SURPRISINGLY, KAILEMBO OPPOSED THE COMMITTEE IDEA, BUT 

THE WCL REPRESENTATIVE AT THE MEETING, ASSISTANT GENERAL SECRETARY 
DOMINIQUE AGUESSY, SUPPORTED IT. THIS WCL ENDORSEMENT HAS BEEN 
THE SUBJECT OF PHONE CALLS AND A MEETING THIS WEEK BETWEEN KERSTEN 
AND WCL GENERAL SECRETARY JAN KULAKOWSKI, WITH THE POSSIBILITY 
THAT THE WCL MIGHT CHANGE ITS POSITION. ONE ARGUMENT KERSTEN USED, 

AS KAILEMBO DID AT LUANDA, WAS THAT RECOGNIZING SACTU AS THE SOLE REP 
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RESENTATIVE OF AFRICAN WORKERS INSIDE SOUTH AFRICA WOULD MEAN 
SHUTTING OFF HELP TO THE GROUPS NOW DOING MOST FOR ORGANIZING AND 
REPRESENTING AFRICAN WORKERS. 

1 1 . ONE REASON FOR KAILEMBO'S TRIP WAS TO SEE WHETHER THERE WERE 
ANY OPPORTUNITIES FOR ICFTU WORK IN ANGOLA AND MOZAMBIQUE. HE 
CONCLUDED THAT MOZAMBIQUE'S LABOR PEOPLE WERE FIRMLY IN THE WFTU 
CAMP, BUT THAT POSSIBILITIES EXISTED IN ANGOLA BECAUSE THE UNTA 
SHOWED A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF OPENNESS. KERSTEN IN A MEETING WITH 
BRUSSELS LABOR ATTACHES RULED OUT WORKING IN EITHER COUNTRY. 

12. COPIES OF KAILEMBO'S REPORT ON THE LUANDA CONFERENCE, WHICH 
WE HAVE OBTAINED ON A CONFIDENTIAL BASIS, WILL BE AIRPOUCHED TO 
S/IL (GOOD) AND AF/I (SLEZAK). HINTON 
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